Estimating the age of young adults remains a challenge and cannot be performed with high accuracy, however, this estimate may contribute to an elucidation of expert cases. This study aims to describe and analyze the different techniques and methodologies used by Forensic Odontology to make these estimates. For this, scientific articles were analyzed from the use of "forensic anthropology" and "dental age estimation" as keywords in PUBMED. Studies published between 2003 and 2016 in English were included, as well as the revisions and studies aimed at children or other purposes were excluded. In a total of twenty-eight articles selected, the nationality, homogeneity and gender of the samples were analyzed, as well as the type of imaging tests and the different techniques used, such as: morphological, histological, biochemical or the combination between them. In addition, the use of teeth or bones and the dental group chosen to constitute the sample were evaluated. Through this search, it is concluded that the profile of global scientific study aimed at the age estimation of young adults uses homogeneous samples of both genders, using one-root and multi-root dental elements. The general design is also characterized by the morphological analysis of the sample and the use of imaging exams, preferably panoramic radiographs. Although the articles cover different nationalities, the Indian population presented the most significant expression in the present study. Under those circumstances, the selected literature reflects the reality of studies in different populations, emphasizing the need to stimulate scientific research in Brazil, since the population standards alter the efficiency of the indicators used. The improvement of current techniques is also necessary to make them less invasive, with the predominant use of CT scans, radiographs and photographs.
INTRODUCTION
The chronological age estimation can be considered as the process of evaluating the stage of evolution or involution of an organism 1 . It is not an accurate valuation, so the term "age determination" is not correct, as long as genetic, environmental, metabolic and nutritional variables are involved and are inherent to each individual 2 .
There are several methods for age estimation in Forensic Anthropology, such as histological 9, 22, 27, 30 , biochemical 15 through third molars becomes difficult as these teeth may erupt at different times or even fail to erupt due to lack of the dental germ. Therefore, in the adult dentition, the dentist must use other variables of dental development, which improves the study of different methods able of reducing this imprecision 6 .
In fact, the age estimation in young adults, both ante-mortem and post-mortem, is still a challenge for Forensic Odontology. 
METHODOLOGY
For the current study, a literature search was performed on the PUBMED platform, using the terms "forensic anthropology" and "dental age estimation"
as keywords, resulting in 120 studies.
Next, only the articles that followed three inclusion parameters were maintained:
the first two related to the publication, year and language, and the third to the methodology adopted. In that case, the studies published between 2003 and 2016 in the English language were selected for the sample. In addition, those who adopted primarily dental methodology also entered the listing, totalizing 62 articles.
On the other hand, for a more rigorous selection, all reviews of literature and studies focused to children were excluded, resulting in a sample of 26
articles. At last, two articles from related articles were including in final sample, since them follow all parameters previously described, finally resulting in 28 studies. 
RESULTS

Nationality
Methodology, Techniques and imaging exams used
About the methodology adopted, 19 studies used imaging resources to evaluate the age group as shown in table 1. Among these are radiographs, cephalometry and computadorized tomography (Figure 3 ).
Furthermore, the data collected in relation to the techniques used to estimate the age in the 28 articles studied are exposed in figure   4 . The highest percentage is for morphological evaluations and the lowest for biochemical analysis.
Preferential dental group for analysis
About the use of dental elements for analysis, only one did not use them, replacing them by mandibular evaluation. As well, three studies analyzed the teeth in association with other regions, one with the cranial sutures, one with the palatine suture, and other one with the wrist joint ( Table 1) .
Among those who used dental elements, nine analyzed one-root elements, nine evaluated multi-root teeth and five used a mixed sample, whereas two articles did not report such data ( Figure 5 ). In addition, fifteen used samples from living individuals, eight from cadavers and human remains, 
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, also noted the importance of considering sex and ancestry in their study.
Based on this, it can be seen from figure 3 that the constituent articles of this study are 
RESUMO
A estimativa de idade em adultos jovens ainda é um desafio e não pode ser determinada com precisão, no entanto, sua contribuição é relevante na atividade pericial. O presente trabalho tem como objetivo, através de uma revista da literatura, descrever e analisar as diferentes técnicas e metodologias empregadas pela Odontologia Legal para realizar estas estimativas. Para isso, foi realizada uma busca bibliográfica, no PUBMED, a partir do uso das seguintes palavras-chave, "forensic anthropology" e "dental age estimation". Foram incluídos apenas artigos escritos em inglês, publicados entre 2003 e 2016. Foram excluídas todas as revisões de literatura, assim como os estudos desenvolvidos em crianças e com outros propósitos. Em um total de vinte e oito artigos selecionados, a nacionalidade, homogeneidade e sexo das amostras foram analisadas, tal como o tipo de exames de imagens e as diferentes técnicas empregadas, sendo estas: morfológica, histológica, bioquímica ou a combinação dessas. Além disso, avaliou-se o emprego de dentes ou ossos, e o grupo dentário eleito para constituir a amostra. Através desta busca, concluiu-se que o perfil da pesquisa científica mundial voltada para a estimativa de idade de adultos jovens utiliza amostras homogêneas, de ambos os sexos, empregando-se elementos dentários tanto unirradiculares como multirradiculares. O delineamento se caracteriza pela análise morfológica da amostra e o uso de exames de imagens, preferencialmente radiografias panorâmicas. Apesar dos estudos abrangerem diferentes nacionalidades, foi possível observar que a população indiana obteve expressão mais significativa. Dessa forma, a literatura selecionada reflete a realidade de estudos em diferentes populações, salientando a necessidade do estímulo à pesquisa científica no Brasil, uma vez que os padrões da população alteram a eficiência dos indicadores utilizados. O aprimoramento das técnicas já existentes também se faz necessário para que estas se tornem cada vez menos invasivas, utilizando-se tomografias computadorizadas, radiografias e fotografias.
PALAVRAS-CHAVE
Determinação da idade pelos dentes; Adulto jovem; Antropologia forense; Odontologia legal.
